She was born on January 14 1893 in Amsterdam, where she absolved the final examination of a secondary school for girls . Then she first qualified as a primary school teacher on February 21 1913, taking the diploma for needlework on March 20 1914 . Though the final examination did not qualify her for a University degree, she was matriculated as a student of biology the University of Amsterdam in 1914, and managed to get the certificate for secondary schoolteaching in biology and geology on September 14 1918 .
But because of her interest in hydrobiology, she was appointed, October 30 1918, an assistant at the ,Rijksinstituut voor Biologisch Visserijonderzoek" at Den Helder, where Dr . H . C . REDEKE was director. When in 1923 she reached her 30th anniversary, she was considered qualified (after an official colloquium on January 19 1923) for admittance to the University examinations . She became a bachelor of science on October 24 1923 . Later on she was too much occupied by her work to pass further examinations .
She devoted all her time to the study of hydrobiology, particularly of the Dutch fresh and brackish waters . The investigations were for a great part carried out on board the "Meerval", the well-known vessel for inland water research, in use since November 1917, expecially after it got a permanent berth in the Bleekersingel at Gouda.
In the period of economization of the thirties her post was discontinued and she was placed on half-pay. With enthusiasm she took to the working out of the many data which she had collected . She then lived in her well-known hospitable countryhouse on the side of the river Vecht at Vreeland, in the midst of the typical Dutch landscape she loved so much .
Professor Max WEBER, former Director of the Amsterdam Zoological Museum, asked her assistance in compiling his cardsystems . On January 1 1938, she was appointed at the said Museum an adjunctassistant of the Director, Professor Dr. L . F. DE BEAUFORT . Gradually she rose in the professional scale . January 1 1946 she was appointed conservatrix of the Museum. She specialized in Ostracods, also studying aquatic insects, larvae, Copepods, Oligochaetous and Polychaetous worms .
Among other work, e .g . studying the Ostracods as guidefossils, she continued the study of the material collected on the "Meerval" .
Nel was loved by everybody because of her matter-of-fact, resolute, but kind character . Like many people who seem little sentimental, she had a warm heart for everybody, especially for people who depended upon her for their work.
After REDEKE's death in 1945 she looked after the edition of his book ,Hydrobiologie van Nederland", which appeared in 1948 . She had hoped to finish the study of her fresh-water collections in the leisure time she expected after her retirement, but, alas, the fatal illness aggravated and took her away before that time .
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